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r Ludwirg Neuber
from Germany once
did not even know

where Laos was. Now he
proudly wears a development
medal pinned onto his lapel by
Lao Prime Minister
Bounnhang Vorachit.

Mr Neuber, principal of a
primary school in a small
German town, told the media
modestly, “What I have done
is just a small contribution to
the development of Laos.”

He had just returned from
Meuangkham district in Xieng
Khuang province, where he
handed over a football stadium
and where he has established
a ‘twinning’ relationship
between his primary school at
home and a district primary
school.

—His school will add 25 euros
a month to the Lao school
budget, to be used for school
maintenance, repairs and
administration under a signed
agreement. He has also
donated 9,000 euros to build
classrooms, and has promised
another 4,500 euros to the Lao

Red Cross for medical
supplies.

“It is not good to have
students crowded into a small
classroom,” he said. “I feel for
the children and hope this will
help.” He added that he would
look for more funds in Germany
to help build a secondary
school in Meuangkham. “If
everything works well, we
hope to be able to assist
schools in other provinces,” he
added.

School staff said that
although what Mr Neuber does
is not as big as the: official
development assistance from
countries like Japan, it shows
how one person’s sympathy

for those who are worse off .

can be translated into concrete
help; - = -
A Lao government official
at Mr Neuber’s side at the
press conference said that
there were many friendly
countries helping Laos to
develop, but said that the
government also very much
appreciated the efforts of
individuals such as Mr Neuber,
a friend of Laos who
understands the needs and the
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